Lesson 6
2 Kings 5:1-27

How CAN WATER DO SUCH GREAT THINGS?

Naaman Seeks Healing in Israel (2 Kings 5:1-8)

65.

In what ways was Naaman a great man? In what ways was he an
unfortunate man?

66. The Hebrew and Greek words that are translated as “leprosy” in most

67.

68.

English-language Bibles describe numerous diseases affecting the skin.
While these probably include true leprosy (Hansen’s disease), in many
cases the conditions described are various other skin infections of differing
degrees of severity. Read Leviticus 13:45-46. Summarize what this
passage says about the significance of leprosy to the individual infected, the
community, and God.

Consider Naaman and his wife’s slave girl. List the ways they were
complete opposites. What does this teach us about God and how he works
in the world?

What did Naaman intend to do with the gold, silver, and clothing he
brought with him to Israel? What does this tell us about his religious
beliefs?
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69. Read 1 Peter 3:15b. Based on this text, evaluate the witness of the slave
girl in 2 Kings 5:2-4 and the witness of the king of Israel in 2 Kings 5:7-8.

Naaman is Made Clean (2 Kings 5:9-14)

70. Do Elisha’s instructions to Naaman seem logical? Explain your answer.

71. Why did Naaman become angry with Elisha in verse 11?

72. Why was Naaman healed of his leprosy in the Jordan river?

73. What do you make of the fact that the text says that Naaman “was restored
and “became clean” rather than “he was healed” or “he was cured?”

Elisha, Naaman, and Gehazi (2 Kings 5:15-27)

74. In what ways did Naaman demonstrate his new faith in the LORD?
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75.

76.

77,

78.

Why did Elisha refuse to accept Naaman’s gift? Why was this refusal such
a wise and kind thing to do?

Explain Naaman’s dilemma in verse 18. Why did he ask Elisha for
forgiveness? Did Elisha absolve him? Explain your answer.

Give an example of an analogy to Naaman’s dilemma that a contemporary
Christian might face. How would Elisha’s answer to Naaman be
comforting to the Christian in that particular position?

Consider the answer to question 75. Now think about this question: why
was Gehazi’s punishment so severe? What does James 3:1 say about those
who abuse their positions as ministers of God?

Where is Jesus?

79.

Read Luke 4:24-30. This passage contains the only mention of Elisha by
name in the New Testament. What point is Jesus making? How does the
story of the cleansing of Naaman serve to sharpen Jesus’ argument?
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80. Re-read Leviticus 13:45-46 and look at Numbers 5:1-3 as well. If possible,
also consult the Rite of Baptism in Lutheran Service Book (pages 268-271).
What was Naaman’s status when he had leprosy? How did his status
change after he was made clean? What was our status before God prior to
our baptism? How did our status change after baptism?

81. Review Luther’s Small Catechism and answer these questions:

a. What benefits does baptism give?

b. How can water do such great things?

82. Read Romans 6:1-4. What does this passage teach us about the radical
change that results from baptism? How did Naaman demonstrate this
change after his “baptism?”

83. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21. How does the “exchange” of leprosy between
Naaman and Gehazi illustrate this New Testament passage about Christ and
His work?
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