
 

Lesson 1 
1 Kings 19:19-21; 2 Kings 2:1-18 

 
A DOUBLE PORTION 

 
The Call of Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21) 
 

1. By what symbolic action did Elijah show that Elisha was to be his 
successor as prophet of the LORD?  What do you think Elijah meant by his 
strange remark in verse 20? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What did Elisha give up in order to follow Elijah?  What does this teach us 
about what is expected of Christian pastors? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Departure of Elijah (2 Kings 2:1-18) 
 

3. Consider Elisha’s request for a “double portion” of Elijah’s spirit.  What is 
the scriptural basis for the double portion?  Do you think Elisha was being 
greedy or humble when he made his request?  Explain your answer.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why do you think the prophets asked Elisha’s permission to look for Elijah 
after the latter’s departure? 
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Where is Jesus? 
 

5. Elijah is a type of Christ.  This means that in some aspects of his ministry he 
prefigured the work of Christ.  If Elijah is a type of Christ in 2 Kings 2, then 
whom or what does Elisha typify? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Compare the call of Elisha to the call of the first disciples as recorded in Luke  
5:1-11.  What are the similarities?  The differences? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Elijah’s cloak is a symbol of the prophet’s office and God-given authority.  

What does the transfer of the cloak from Elijah to Elisha signify?   Now read 
the following New Testament passages that use clothing as symbols for 
something.  Discuss what Elijah’s cloak might represent in the context of its 
transfer from Elijah as a type of Christ to Elisha as a type of Christian. 

 
a. 1 Corinthians 15:53-54 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Galatians 3:26-27 
 
 
 
 
  

c. Ephesians 4:22-24 
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d. Colossians 3:12 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Review your answers to questions 6 and 7 above.  How is the call of a 
pastor like and unlike the call of Elisha?  Do parish pastors have a “cloak?”  
Explain what you mean. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Elisha, Joshua, and Jesus resemble one another in some striking ways. 
 

a. What does Elisha mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
b. What does Joshua mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
c. What does Jesus mean?  According to Matthew 1:21, why was the Son 

of God given the name Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
d. Read Joshua 1:2.  Where did Joshua being his service as the leader of 

Israel’s entry into the Promised Land?   According to 2 Kings 2:13-14, 
where did Elisha begin his prophetic ministry?  Why do you think he 
started in the same place as Joshua? 
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e.  Extend the Joshua/Elisha analogy to Jesus.  Where did Jesus begin His 
public ministry?  Why did He begin His ministry in the same place that 
both Joshua and Elisha began theirs?   

    
 
 
 
 

10. Read Colossians 1:15-20.  If Elisha received a “double portion” what 
portion did Christ receive? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. In the course of this Bible study we will discover that Elisha is often a type 
of Christ.  To give an introductory example of this, re-read 2 Kings 2:8-15 
and compare it to Mark 1:9-11.  

 
a. What two persons are present at the Jordan in the passage from Mark?  

To whom does Elijah correspond?  To whom does Elisha correspond? 
 
 
 
 
 
b. What happened to Elijah as he was standing near the river with Elisha?  

What happened to John not long after he baptized Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
c. What did Elisha “tear open” with Elijah’s cloak?  What was torn open at 

Christ’s baptism? 
 
 
 
 
 
d. What did the company of prophets say about Elisha in 2 Kings 2:15?  

What came to rest over Jesus after His baptism? 
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